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Grove Park Design Narrative:

(VCEA #: SOV-1000.013)

Site Features from the Original Brinley & Holbrook Park Design from 1911 incorporated in the proposed design:

· Installation of a new Oval Promenade at the southern end of the of the Park lined with flowering trees along with three the existing flowering trees.
· Installation of a new Pavilion/Gazebo elevated eighteen inches (18”) above grade as a mini stage for community events with the Open Common Area for people to sit and view. Relocating the existing flagpole out of the center of the Open Common Area to allow better visibility to the new Pavilion. The flagpole location will move to the corner of the park close to the intersection of Grove Road and South Orange Avenue. This new location visible from the streets will bring prominence to the unused part of the Park. The new flagpole will have fold down capabilities for ease of maintenance and an inground solar light will illuminate the flagpole. The Open Common Area will now be clear for open play or to set up lawn chairs to view events in the Pavilion/Gazebo.
· Installation of a Curved Pergola Shelter (southern end of Oval Promenade) with the center area covered with a green roof for people to sit (out of the elements) while waiting for a bus coming along South Orange Avenue, or simply for shelter from the elements during a park visit.
· Addition of a Walkway along the entire outside perimeter of the park that is ten feet (10’) wide, as noted in the original plan. Widening of the existing interior walkways width to ten feet (10’) to match, per the suggestion from Public Works
· Installation of Curved Entrance Walls at the corners of the Southern and Northern Entrances to the Park.
· Stone Piers at the Main Central Entrance at the southern end of the Park along South Orange Avenue, as per the original historic design.
· Adding plant material from the original plan that are native and/or disease-resistant, such as Linden trees, Plane trees, Honey Locust trees.

Site Changes for Ease of Maintenance and Safety:

· Widening of the existing walkways to ten feet (10’) wide for ease of plowing during the winter months and access of maintenance vehicles throughout the year. Making all walkways ADA compliant.
· Adding Butterfly /Rain Garden to remove the need of mowing low wet areas within the park as well as adding a visual amenity for park visitors.
· Adding underground drainage in the area close to the Pump House and regrading to prevent wet areas in the Open Common Area. Along with repair to existing underground piping located in the middle area of the park.
· Switching out existing newly planted trees for more disease-resistant species, while keeping with the original design intent. (Example: Platanus x acerifolia for Platanus occidentalis (3 trees total)).
· Removing overgrown shrubs by playground area for better visibility for safety reasons. Replacing overgrown shrubs with groundcover plants and two Sweetbay Magnolias for visibility and light shade. Replacing railroad tie wall with segmented wall to remove wood that can give splitters to children. Add bluestone caps to the segmented wall to mimic historic design elements. Adding benches to low segmented wall instead of hidden benches. Increasing the lawn area and reducing play area mulch with grass for infant and toddlers to play on, instead of play mulch which they try to eat.
· Adding more benches throughout the park for rest areas for walkers and viewing areas for public events for the elderly or handicap visitors. Planting large trees near benches for shade.
· The Grove Road and Ralston Avenue Park Entrance: remove the double crosswalk and adding only one crosswalk for safety purposes.
· Adding groundcover beds around mature trees with surface roots to eliminate mowing these areas which can injure the surface tree roots. Groundcover plantings will cool tree roots and maintain soil moisture. Mulch and water these areas until groundcover plants fill in.
· The new perimeter walkway along Park Place and Grove Road requires the transplanting of newly planted, small caliper trees to make room for the new walkway. Their relocation will give the trees more room to grow in the future, preventing heaving of the walkway (6 trees total).
· Adding shrub beds away from walkways for ease of maintenance and safety reasons. These shrub beds will visually separate the existing interior walkway from the new perimeter walkway, where the two walkways are close together.
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OFFICE LOCATIONS

www.vancleefengineering.com

Lebanon, NJ
908-735-9500

Hillsborough, NJ
908-359-8291

Hamilton, NJ
609-689-1100

Mt. Arlington, NJ
862-284-1100

Toms River, NJ
732-573-0490

Phillipsburg, NJ
908-454-3080

Freehold, NJ
732-303-8700

Doylestown, PA
215-345-1876

Bethlehem, PA
610-332-1772

Leesport, PA
610-670-6630
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