
New Jersey Department of Health Broadens and

Clarifies Group 1A – healthcare workers
The New Jersey Department of Health recently broadened and clarified category Group 1A,
those who are currently eligible to receive the first round of COVID-19 vaccinations. Group
1A includes healthcare provider, and staff & residents of long-term care facilities. Residents
of long-term facilities are receiving the vaccine directly and on-site, they need not register
and or travel to a vaccination site.
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When will New Jersey move on to the next phase?

Once vaccine availability expands, vaccination will advance to Phase

1B, then Phase 1C, and then Phase 2. 

Currently, Phase 1B of vaccination will include frontline essential workers and individuals over 75;
Phase 1C will include other essential workers, adults 65-74, and persons aged 16-64 with medical
conditions that increase the risk for severe COVID-19. Following these phases, the general public
(Phase 2) will be eligible for vaccination.

See here for more information: https://covid19.nj.gov/faqs/nj-information/slowing-the-
spread/how-will-new-jersey-distribute-a-covid-19-vaccine-is-there-a-plan

This information is constantly evolving and therefore subject to change. Updated communications
will reflect new guidance issued.

If I qualify as Group 1A, where can I register to be vaccinated? 

You can register at www.essexcovid.org or call (973) 877-8456

The state opened a new portal allowing NJ residents to preregister:
https://covid19.nj.gov/pages/vaccine, please see section on how the portal works and what
preregistration means.

Registration: www.EssexCOVID.org or 973-877-8456
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How does the state's new vaccine preregistration portal work?
The state opened a new portal allowing NJ residents to preregister for the vaccine:
https://covid19.nj.gov/pages/vaccine

The portal allows residents to be pre-screened determining their eligibility for vaccination
according to the population categories or tiers established. Only those who qualify as
healthcare workers or long-term care residents under 1A can be vaccinated at this time.
Once screened through the portal, IA persons will receive an email directing them to a list
of vaccination sites within a 25 mile radius of their residence where they can schedule an
appointment.

All other residents who register on the portal at this time will be informed by reply email
that they do not qualify at this time but that they will receive a notification once their
population category opens up and they will be directed at that time to locations within a 25
mile radius of their residence to schedule an appointment.  This preregistration does not
guarantee anyone an appointment nor place anyone in a queue but it will notify residents
registered about when they will be eligible for vaccination.  The portal also allows the state
to determine vaccination interest and need.

What if I'm not sure if I qualify or have other questions?
Please call (973) 877-8456 (recently established call center) or go to www.covid19.nj.gov for
more information.

I heard that there were few people at the county vaccination sites

during the first 6 days of vaccinations, if this true / why was that?
The County began vaccinations on December 26th in a soft launch. The number of
registrations was capped at 250 per day at each site in order to iron out any issues in the
process and to ensure a smooth, safe & efficient operation going forward. The County is
ramping up vaccinations starting on Monday January 4.  As with testing before, the number
of vaccination registrations will increase in the coming weeks as vaccine supply increases
and vaccination proceeds into the next population phases.
 

Registration: www.EssexCOVID.org or 973-877-8456
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List of All Vaccination Sites:
 
 

 https://www.southorange.org/

DocumentCenter/View/4841/NJ-

COVID-19-Vaccine-Locations

 

https://www.twp.maplewood.nj.

us/vaxlocations

https://www.southorange.org/Document
Center/View/4841/NJ-COVID-19-
Vaccine-Locations

https://www.twp.maplewood.nj.us/vaxloc
ations

Are the county sites the only

place where healthcare

workers can be vaccinated?

No, there are more sites that are opening
up to vaccinate those in group 1A. For this
list, refer to the Townships’ COVID
webpages:

The state opened a new

portal allowing NJ

residents to preregister:

 https://covid19.nj.gov/pages/vaccine, please
see section on how the portal works and what
preregistration means.
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If I register to volunteer, will I get vaccinated?
Yes, if you register to volunteer at the vaccination sites, you will be able to receive the

vaccination. Currently, 700 residents of Maplewood and South Orange have volunteered to
assist the county at these vaccination sites. In order for this to work, we need volunteers!!

Thank you!
 
 

To register to volunteer, sign up here:
 

For medical professionals:
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeXC0l-

q2tI9yCNegWxKv69RqQTTnvTD_dS8OULlCGYpJUiHA/viewform?usp=sf_link
 

For non-medical professionals:
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdy25OMRo0mdkAJCnFQCKGtjJeWfJ2BrOAB-

poo_katMzp71w/viewform?usp=sf_link 

COVID-19 Vaccine Overview:
 

 www.twp.maplewood.nj.us/vaccine

 

Also, please consult the New Jersey Department of Health’s
Vaccination Plan details here:

 

https://www.nj.gov/health/cd/topics/covid2019_vaccination.shtml
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V o l u n t e e r s
WE NEED VOLUNTEERS TO MAKE THIS WORK!

T H E  C O M M U N I T Y  N E E D S  A L L  O F  U S ! !
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