SOUTH ORANGE VILLAGE

ORDINANCE #2026-03

The above ordinance, summary terms of which are included herein, was infroduced and
passed upon first reading at a meeting of the governing body of South Orange Village,
County of Essex, State of New Jersey, on January 26, 2026. It will be further considered
for final passage, after public hearing thereon, at a meeting of the Governing Body to
be held on February 23, 2026, at 7:00 p.m. at the Baird Community Center, 5 Mead Street,
39 Floor Meeting Room, South Orange, NJ. This meeting will be conducted in a hybrid
format, with virtual access available via the Zoom Audio/Video System. For instructions
on how to access the meeting via the Zoom Audio/Video System, please monitor the
Village's website at www.southorange.org, or please contact or visit the Village Clerk’s
Office either by telephone at (973) 378-7715, ext. 1, by email at
clerksoffice@southorange.org or by visiting at 76 South Orange Avenue, 3 Floor, South
Orange, NJ. During the week prior to and up to and including the date of such meeting,
copies of the full ordinance will be available at no cost and during regular business hours
at the Clerk’s Office for the members of the general public who shall request the same.
The Village Council may adjourn the public hearing of this Ordinance to a date after
February 23, 2026, without any further notice. The following ordinance was intfroduced:

TITLE: AN ORDINANCE OF SOUTH ORANGE VILLAGE ESTABLISHING CHAPTER 211 OF THE
SOUTH ORANGE VILLAGE CODE TO CODIFY THE OPEN SPACE, RECREATION, FARMLAND
AND HISTORIC PRESERVATION TRUST FUND AND ADVISORY COMMITTEE

WHEREAS, Resolution #268-99 of the Village Council of South Orange Village authorized
a municipal public question as to whether or not the establishment of a Municipal Open
Space, Recreation, Farmland and Historic Preservation Trust Fund, to be funded through
an annual tax levy not to exceed one cent ($0.01) per one hundred ($100) of assessed
value, should appear on the official ballot for South Orange Village in the 1999 General
Election; and

WHEREAS, after voter approval at the November 2, 1999 General Election, the Municipal
Open Space, Recreation, Farmland and Historic Preservation Trust Fund was established
in South Orange Village; and

WHEREAS, Resolution 281-00, adopted by the governing body at its November 27, 2000
regular meeting, established the Advisory Board for the Municipal Open Space,
Recreation, Farmland and Historic Preservation Trust Fund; and

WHEREAS, Resolution 2013-051 approved a capital maintenance policy for Open Space
Trust Funds; and

WHEREAS, most recently, Resolution #2025-207, duly adopted by the Village Council of
South Orange Village at its regular meeting held on July 28, 2025, authorized a municipal
public question to appear on the official ballot for South Orange Vilage for the
November 4, 2025 General Election asking voters if South Orange Village should increase
the Open Space Recreation, Farmland and Historic Preservation Trust Fund from $0.01 to
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$0.02 per $100 of assessed property value to provide additional funding for the
acquisition, improvement, and maintenance of parks, open spaces, conservation lands
and historic preservation; and

WHEREAS, the voters of South Orange Village participating in the 2025 General Election
overwhelming voted “Yes” and approved the referendum question (which results have
now been certified); and

WHEREAS, upon further inspection, there exists a need to codify the Open Space,
Recreation, Farmland and Historic Preservation Trust Fund and Open Space Trust Fund
Advisory Committee; and

WHEREAS, the Municipal Open Space, Recreation, Farmland and Historic Preservation
Trust Fund has been maintained, funded and utilized openly and continuously since its
establishment in or around 2000 but the Open Space Trust Fund Advisory Committee has
been inactive for an extended period of time; and

WHEREAS, the Village Council wishes to establish a Viloge Code Chapter entitled
Chapter 211 — Open Space, Recreation, Farmland and Historic Preservation Trust Fund.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Village Council of South Orange Village, County
of Essex, State of New Jersey, as follows:

SECTION 1. There is hereby established a new chapter of the Vilage Code of South
Orange Village which shall be entitled Chapter 211- Open Space, Recreation, Farmland
and Historic Preservation Trust Fund

SECTION 2. If any section, sub-section, paragraph, sentence or any other part of this
ordinance is adjudged unconstitutional or invalid, such judgment shall not affect, impair
or invalidate the remainder of this ordinance.

SECTION 3. All ordinances and resolutions, or parts of ordinances and resolutions
inconsistent herewith shall be and are hereby repealed as to such inconsistencies.

SECTION 4. This ordinance shall take effect upon final passage and publication as
required by law.

SECTION 5. On passage this ordinance shall be codified.

Introduced: January 26, 2026
ATTEST:

Ojetti E. Davis, Village Clerk
South Orange Villoge



