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Petitions required for
Village election

A municipal election will be
held Tuesday, May 8, for Village
President and four Village Trustee
positions. Three of the open
trustee seats are four-year terms
and one is a two-year term. A can-
didate reference guide and nomi-
nation petitions may be picked up
at the Village Clerk’s office in
Village Hall. The nomination dead-
line is March 15. Each completed
petition must include at least 110
names of registered Village voters.
Names may not be added after the
deadline. ▲

Cheek’s Boutique, a
new home acces-
sories, clothing and
interior design shop
opened in Decem-
ber at 65 South

Orange Avenue. Store hours are
Tuesday and Wednesday, 11:30 a.m.
to 6 p.m., and Thursday to Saturday,
11:30 a.m. to 7 p.m. The owner is
Kimberly Grant. For information,
call (973) 762-5555. ▲

Biz
buzz

Garden of Eden rep. to
speak at Main St. meeting

A representative of Garden of
Eden Market will be the guest
speaker on Mar. 14, at 7:30 p.m.,
when Main Street South Orange
holds its annual meeting at SOPAC.
Main Street board members will
discuss current initiatives and
Village officials will answer ques-
tions about downtown revitaliza-
tion. For information, call (973)
763-6899. ▲

communities, cultural plans address
quality of life, civic pride and a
community’s unique sense of
place. Promotion of cultural diver-
sity can also help breed tolerance.

Seton Hall was the lead organi-
zation in applying for the grant,
and the groups’ first combined
action was a community panel
discussion involving residents and
business owners on Feb. 28. The
meeting produced these goals:

• Hold three to four town hall
meetings with various stakeholders.

• Implement a community and
patron survey, and an economic
impact study.

• Hire a professional consul-
tant to write a strategic plan.

• Create a fundraising program
to move forward.

“While the short-term goal is
to develop a community cultural
arts plan,” said Seton Hall spokes-
woman Miriam Lyons-Frolow,“the
ultimate goal is to form an arts
council to serve as an umbrella
organization for collaboration,
coordination, support, resources
and marketing.”

“We’re a small town with three
significant entities that already
have their own names and pro-
gramming,” said Wukitsch.Together,
“the layering is beautiful.” ▲

What’s the newest tool for
improving community economics?
These days, the national trend is
using the arts to spark growth in
downtowns.

One thriving example is right
in our midst, where The Village
(through The Baird), Seton Hall
University Arts Council, the South
Orange Performing Arts Center
and the Essex County Division of
Cultural and Historical Affairs have
partnered to become combined
recipients of an “Arts in Commu-
nities” grant from the New Jersey
State Council on the Arts.

The $10,000 grant is helping
the three venues create a system
to promote and raise public aware-
ness of wide-ranging arts in our
own community.The message will
target the Village and nearby com-
munities.

“Between The Baird, Seton
Hall and SOPAC,Villagers should
never have to leave their own
town for entertainment or cultural
exposure,” said Judy Wukitsch, co-
director of the South Orange
Department of Recreation and
Cultural Affairs.

“By working together, we can
make a case for a healthier future
for South Orange in many areas.”

As demonstrated in other

Where the arts lead ...

the money will follow

The SouthOrange

Gaslight



Tee off for CHS
extracurriculars!

The Columbia High School
Cougar Boosters will hold their 9th
annual Golf Classic on Monday,
April 30, at Maplewood Country Club.
The 30-year-old nonprofit group sup-
ports the school’s extracurricular activities,
and last year raised $19,000 for sports teams,
cultural arts programs and more.

Donations for the Golf Classic are $200
per golfer including the day of golf, brunch,
hors d’ouevres, dinner, and a chance to win
prizes or auction items. Nongolfers can spon-
sor tee signs or donate prizes. For details, visit
www.CHSCougarBoosters.org, or contact Al
Farah at (973) 763-6817 or a7892@aol.com.
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HAPPENINGS

Special events for seniors
• Walking Program - Get fit, socialize,

enjoy light refreshments and hear special
speakers. The South Orange Health Department
is sponsoring its second year of walks for
seniors, starting May 23, from 10:30 a.m. to

On Stage at SOPAC

• Mar. 15, 8 p.m. – Author Gail Buckley
discusses her 2002 RFK Book Award winner,
“Black America at War,” $25.

• Mar. 18, 8 p.m. – The Bad Plus, alterna-
tive jazz group, $35.

• Mar. 22, 8 p.m. – “Truth, Justice or the
American Way,” comic satire and improvisation
by The Second City, Chicago’s famed comedy
troupe, $35.

• Mar. 24, 8 p.m. – Lydia Johnson Dance,
innovative ballet, $35.

• Mar. 25, 3 p.m. & 7 p.m. - John
Pizzarelli & The New York All-Star Big Band
perform Dear Mr. Sinatra, $40.

• Mar. 27, 8 p.m. – West Point Jazz
Knights, big band jazz. Free.

• Mar. 30, 8 p.m. – Jeffrey Gaines, singer,
$25.

• Mar. 31, 8 p.m. – Teatro Si, flamenco
singing and dancing, $35.

• April 1, 1 p.m. & 4 p.m. – Captain
Louie, a family musical about Halloween, $18.

• April 10, 8 p.m. - Kalichstein-Laredo-
Robinson Piano Trio performs Mozart,
Kirchner and Beethoven, $8, $15, or $20.

For information
sopac.vpsland.com • (973) 275-1114

Poet C.K. Williams
returns to CHS

Pulitzer Prize and National Critics Circle
award-winning poet C.K. Williams will appear at
Columbia High School on Wednesday, April 11,
at 7:30 p.m. He will read some of his poetry,
talk about the creative process and reminisce
about his days as a CHS student in the 1950s.
The event is sponsored by the South Orange/
Maplewood Adult School. Entry is $10. For
information, call (973) 378-7620.

“Be About Peace Day,” Mar. 24
South Mountain Peace Action will sponsor its third annual “Be

About Peace Day” on Saturday, Mar. 24. Two free programs are planned.
From 1 to 5 p.m., Maplewood Library will host an afternoon of

peace-related arts and crafts for all ages, plus live music, a silent auc-
tion and a letter-writing table. From 7 to 8:30 pm, the Ethical Culture
Society on Prospect Street in Maplewood will host a program of music,
drama and commentary by local officials: "How a Peace Economy Could
Make Life Better in Maplewood and South Orange."

The evening events will close with a candlelight ceremony dedicated
to Marine Lance Cpl. Augie Schroeder of South Orange who was killed

in Iraq in 2005.
Mar. 24 has been proclaimed "Be About

Peace Day" by both the South Orange Board of
Trustees and the Maplewood Township
Committee. For more information visit
www.BeAboutPeace.com.

South Orange
Trustee Terriann
Moore-Abrams,
left, and Village
President William
Calabrese, at
mike, recently
presented a “Be
About Peace Day”
proclamation to
South Mountain
Peace Action repre-
sentatives Paul
Surovell, chair-
man, Ginny
Brown and her
son Daniel. Showing at SHU

Multicultural Film & Lecture Series
At Walsh Library, (973) 761-9385

• Mar. 14 – documentary, “Why We
Fight,” 6:30 p.m.

• Mar. 21 - movie, “The Three Burials
of Melquiades Estrada,” 6:30 p.m.

• Mar. 27 - lecture by English profes-
sor Dr. Jeffrey Gray, “Silence and Space in
Japanese Film,” 1 p.m.

• Mar. 27 – movie, “Crying Out for
Love in the Center of the World,” 6:30 p.m.

• April 2 – movie, “The Uchoten
Hotel,” 6:30 p.m.

3rd Annual Sight & Sound Exhibit
The annual student art show from the

Department of Art and Music takes place in
Walsh Library Gallery from Mar. 26 to April
4. For information, call (973) 275-2033 or
visit www.library.shu.edu/gallery.

May gala to honor local tutors
A gala 10-year anniversary salute to 1,000-

plus volunteer tutors is planned for May 2 at
the South Orange Performing Arts Center.
“Each One, Teach One” will honor the selfless
folks who’ve given an average 2,500 hours per
year to help students in the South Orange-
Maplewood School District. Details will appear
in the next Gaslight. Or to learn more now, call
(973) 762-5600, x1847, or send e-mail to
achieveprogram@yahoo.com.

“Who’s afraid of a large
black man?”

NBA Hall of Famer Charles Barkley
authored the book that became this year’s
Two Towns, One Book reading selection.
The last of three community discussion
sessions is still upcoming. Barkley traveled
the nation to investigate racial issues with a
range of Americans, from celebrities, to
college students, to the Grand Dragon of
the Alabama Ku Klux Klan. Copies are
available at either community library. For
the date of the final discussion visit
www.twotowns.org.

For the young reader in your
home, another Two Towns, One Book
event is in the works, featuring “Billie of
Fish House Lane,” by local author
Meredith Sue Willis. Volunteers are needed
to organize the event. Call (973) 761-6116
x6, or visit www.twotowns.org.

12:30 p.m. at The Baird. Sign-up deadline:
April 25. For information, call Kathy at the
Health Department, (973) 378-7715, x7710.

• Five Days in Wildwood Crest – For an
incredible $295 (double occupancy) you can
enjoy five days and four nights in Wildwood
Crest, with all of the following included: break-
fast and dinner daily, transportation, hotel, two
trips to Atlantic City, a show at the performing
arts center, a dinner show, a night of music
and dancing, sightseeing cruise, visits to his-
toric Smithville Village and Renault Winery, and
more. Dates are Monday to Friday, May 14 to
18. Anyone age 21 to 100 is invited. To
reserve, or for more information, call Amy
Dombrowski of the South Orange Senior Circle
at (973) 763-7397.

• Every Tuesday is Senior Day at Clearview
Cinemas, the multi-screen movie theater at
SOPAC. The first showing of each new movie is
on Tuesdays -- usually about 2 p.m. The mati-
nee price is discounted from $7.50 to $4.
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Revaluations of South Orange proper-
ties began in February and will continue
through October. To ensure open commu-
nication during the process, the South
Orange Revaluation Committee has been
formed as a collaboration between resi-
dents and local government. Below are
questions and answers generated at the
committee’s first meeting on Feb. 7. As
more information is available, details will
be posted at southorange.org.

Why is the Village revaluating South
Orange properties?

The Essex County Board of Taxation
and the state of New Jersey mandate peri-
odic revaluation of municipal properties. In
South Orange, the last revaluation was in
1991. The process ensures that the local
tax burden is fairly and equally distributed
among all property owners. It also ensures
that all properties are assessed at 100% of
their true market value. In South Orange,
most properties are assessed at approxi-
mately 38% of their true market value.

How are values determined?
Generally, by analyzing the sales of

properties and current listings in a particu-
lar neighborhood. Also, land sales figures
are collected, verified, and analyzed by
zone. The seven-step process is as follows:

1) All properties (residential, commer-
cial, and industrial) are inspected.

2) Data is analyzed and evaluated.
3) Each property is given an assessed

value.
4) The general public is informed of

updated assessments.
5) Residents may schedule meetings to

discuss specific concerns about individual
properties and assessments.

6) New figures will be submitted to
Essex County in January 2008.

7) South Orange will respond to any
questions brought by the Essex County
Board of Taxation.

Who is appraising the properties?
Field inspectors from Appraisal

Systems, Inc. (ASINJ.com) are conducting

15-minute door-to-door inspections
between 9:30 a.m. and 5 p.m., Monday
through Friday. Each inspector has been
background-checked and must wear a
photo ID.

How will I know when my property is
to be inspected?

Advance letters will be sent to resi-
dents. If no one is home, the inspector will
leave a card indicating a return time and
date. If the new date is inconvenient, the
homeowner must call the provided tele-
phone number to reschedule. Appoint-
ments may not be made in advance.

What if field inspectors are denied
entry?

The property will be appraised on the
spot at the highest reasonable value and left
on a blue card for the owner to review. If
the owner disagrees, he/she can reschedule
a more accurate inspection.

What do inspectors look for?
When examining an interior, the

inspector looks for specifics that could
affect property value, such as wall construc-
tion, number of bathrooms, type of heat, air
conditioning other than wall units, percent-
age of finished basement, half-story or attic
area.

Exterior inspection covers the size,
story height, roof structure, type of founda-
tion, and outside walls of the main building
and any other structure on the property,
such as a garage or storage unit. The physi-
cal condition helps establish depreciation.
Also considered are factors such as views
or proximity to a commercial area.

How will home improvements in
progress be handled?

Initially the inspector will conduct a
partial assessment, then return for a final
assessment when the job is completed.

Note: Any permit for improvements
made after inspection will be submitted to
appraisers for future assessment. ▲

Pianist/comedian
Ziedwig to perform

World-renowned pianist Mitchell Zeidwig
will present a “Musical Salute To Springtime”
on Sunday Mar. 25 from 3 to 4 p.m. Zeidwig,
who’s had sold-out performances at Carnegie
Hall, has been acclaimed as a soloist and
comedian in the international press. His first
film shorts, ‘Baroque’ and ‘The Practice
Section’ have been broadcast by PBS on six
continents. In addition, he has appeared in
more than 100 television shows and as a
headliner in Las Vegas and Atlantic City. All
are welcome to the performance, the library’s
14th annual spring concert. Refreshments
will be served.

Black Maria returns
Be sure to mark your calendar for April

17, from 7 to 9 p.m., when Black Maria Film
Festival will be at the library. The award-win-
ning short films are part of an international
traveling show. More details in the next
Gaslight.

Regular Programs
• S. O. Book Review Group (adults) –

Mar. 26, 7:30 p.m., “Snow Flower and the
Secret Fan,” a historical novel by Lisa See.
April 23, 7:30 p.m., “Year of Magical
Thinking,” an autobiography by Joan Didion.

• Open Stage Teen Poetry Reading (9th
grade and up) - Mar. 15, 7 p.m. ▲

Q&A on property revaluations
Now underway in South Orange

LIBRARY LIBRARY LIBRARY

(973) 762-0230

Summer Day Camps

South Mountain YMCA in Maplewood
offers a variety of summer day camps for
children in preschool through tenth grade.
All camps run five days a week, from June
25 to Aug. 24, at Maplewood locations.
South Orange residents are welcome.

At traditional camps — Y Knots, Y
Knots Too, So-Map-Y or Teen Adventure —
campers enjoy sports and games, arts and
crafts, swimming and field trips.

Specialty camps include Creative
Dramatics (K-4) or the Launch and Grind
Clinic (for skateboarders, grades 1-8). New
this year are Sports Galore and Science
Camp.

Register two siblings and one of them
gets a 10% discount. For more information,
call (973) 762-4145, or visit www.smoun-
tainymca.org. ▲

SOUTH MOUNTAIN YMCA
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(973) 378-7754, x3 • www.pierrogallery.org

PIERRO GALLERY
OF SOUTH ORANGE

S.O. RECREATION
(973) 378-7754 • http://southorange.recware.com

Booked 4, Mar. 7-18
Artist-made books

are the focal point of
“Booked 4,” the annual
event hosted by Pierro’s

Book Arts
Roundtable.
A broad
display of
creative
books will be enhanced with two free
workshops and a lecture by nationally
renowned book artist Daniel Essig. The
special events are as follows:

• Opening reception with talk and
slides by Daniel Essig, Thursday, Mar. 8,
7-9 p.m.

• Free Children’s Workshop,
Saturday, Mar. 17, noon to 2 p.m. Children age six and
older (with caregiver) create their own books.

• Free Adult Workshop, Saturday, Mar. 17, 10
a.m. to 2 p.m. Participants create their own books.
Limit: 20 people. Call for advance registration.

• Exhibit open daily from 11 a.m.-4 p.m. The
museum gift shop will offer unique book and paper
art products made by members of the Book Arts
Roundtable.

DREAMCATCHER
(973) 378-7754, x2228 • www.DreamcatcherRep.org

Pride’s Crossing
Mar. 9-25

Mabel Tidings Bigelow, now 90 years old, was the
first woman to swim the English Channel. As we trav-
el back through the decades of her extraordinary life,
we come to realize that courage and cowardice have
equal power to shape our own lives.

The play by Tina Howe was named the 1998 Best
American Play by the NY Drama Critics Circle.
Showtimes are Fridays and Saturdays at 8 p.m., and

Sundays at 2 p.m.
Tickets are $25 general
admission, seniors $20,
and students $15.

Dreamcatcher actress
Harriet Trangucci
plays Mabel in
“Pride’s Crossing.”

JAZZ AT THE BAIRD
(973) 378-7754 • www.thebaird.org

Claudio Roditi Quartet
Mar. 31, 8 p.m.

Grammy-award winner Roditi integrates post-bop
elements with Brazilian rhythms. With 18 critically
acclaimed albums to his credit, this writer/arranger,
trumpeter/flugelhornist is considered one of today’s
top jazz performers. Enjoy an intimate performance
with complimentary hot coffee, cakes and a chat with
the musicians. Tickets are $15 in advance; $17 at
door; $12 for Friends of the Arts levels 2 and 3. (Join
now, support The Baird Arts and save on tickets.)

The Baird’s five-part jazz series continues on
Saturday, April 21, at 8 p.m., with the Steve Davis
Group (Stevie D), a leading trombone improviser.

SENIORS: POCKETBOOK
OF TREASURERS
(973) 378-7754

In this free one-day book art class for local
senior citizens, participants create their own mini-
book to hold personal treasures such as recipes, and
photos. All materials are supplied. The class takes
place Thursday, March 15, from 1:30 to 3 p.m., fol-
lowing the regularly scheduled seniors meeting.

■ Renew Your ID Badge Now!
Badges are issued at The Baird from 9 a.m. to

9 p.m., Monday to Thursday; and 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.,
Friday to Sunday. Two proofs of residency are
required. New or updated badges are $20 per year.
For details, check our Web site.

■ Summer Playground
Program

Registration is underway for the South Orange
Summer Playground Program. Dates for the half-day,
seven-week, fair-weather camp are June 25 to Aug.
10. Children grouped by age and grade meet daily in
designated Village parks. Activities include games,
sports, music, dance, art, swimming, special events
and field trips, with time built in for self-directed play
under counselor supervision. For South Orange resi-
dents only; current photo ID badge required.

Cathexis—Art of Obsession
Mar. 25- May 6

What is the investment of mental or emotional
energy to creatively interpret people, objects, and
ideas? Find out in the
sculptures, paintings
and drawings of five
artists: Alaine Becker,
Anne Marie Carnese,
Elaine Chong, Deb
Mell, and Paul Shore.

• Gallery
Opening: Mar. 25, 3-5
p.m.; artists’ panel
discussion at 2 p.m.

• Gallery Hours: Friday-Sunday 1-4 p.m., or by
appointment.

FLYING SHIP PRODUCTIONS
(973) 313-ARTS

Double V (Victory Abroad
and Victory at Home)
April 11, 7 p.m.

In a world premier at South Orange Performing
Arts Center, this Broadway-style musical interweaves
the lives of an African-American family and a

European Jewish family over 20 turbulent years.
Playwright Jonathan Luks begins the story in

1939, comparing the lifestyles of the Hollis family,
who face life-threatening prejudice in America’s rural
south, and the Ledermans who struggle to survive in
the ghetto of Lodz, Poland. Their lives intersect as
Trevor Hollis’ elite Negro battalion liberates the
Buchenwald concentration camp. Years later a debt of
gratitude is repaid when the families meet again dur-
ing the American Civil Rights Movement in 1964.

The set is painted by former Disney artist Ellen
Valentino, and is inspired by the paintings of an
Auschwitz survivor. The music and dance incorporate
jazz and klezmer with jitterbug and hora.

The show is recommended for anyone age eight
or older. Tickets are $6 for children and $12 for
adults.



22000077 
CCoonnttaaiinneerr DDaayyss 

Saturdays April 28, May 19, June 30,
July 28, Aug. 25 and Sept. 29. 

Residents may discard unwanted
household items at the DPW Yard at
300 Walton Avenue. Special disposal
containers will be provided.

PPeerrmmiissssiibbllee DDiissppoossaallss 
Furniture or mattresses, appliances,

branches under four inches in diameter,
metal items, toys, small household items,
tools, strollers, and playpens.

Note:  metals and appliances must
be separated from other household
items.

NNoonn--PPeerrmmiissssiibbllee DDiissppoossaallss 
Paint cans (empty or not), propane

bottles, any hazardous chemicals or
their containers, construction materials,
grass clippings, household garbage,
car/truck parts, batteries of any size,
stumps, root sections, branches measur-
ing more than four inches in diameter,
and railroad ties. DPW staff will prohibit
other items as necessary.

Spring/Summer 2007

Public Works Services
South Orange DPW
300 Walton Avenue 

(973) 378-7741

GGeenneerraall GGuuiiddeelliinneess,, DDPPWW YYaarrdd
• Two proofs of residency required.
• Commercial vehicles prohibited
• Hours: 8 a.m. to 1:45 p.m.  
• Arrival: no later than 1:30 p.m.

AApprriill 22 –– MMaayy 1111 

22000077 SSpprriinngg
CClleeaann--UUpp

HHuummuuss && SShhrreeddddeedd WWoooodd
Residents (only) may pick up small
quantities of these materials at the
DPW facility.

HUMUS is decomposed leaves,
finely textured and dark-colored,
frequently used as a soil supplement
for gardens and flower beds. It can
be mixed with soil for enrichment.

SHREDDED WOOD is a double-
hammer-milled, medium-textured,
hardwood mulch used as an attrac-
tive top dressing for gardens and
flower beds, or around trees. It may
contain bits of rock or other materi-
als, and has not been treated in any
way.

Ordering Humus 
or Shredded Wood

• Beginning at 9 a.m. on Tuesday,
Mar. 20, 2007, the township will
accept appointments for free delivery
of humus and shredded wood to
South Orange residents. The first
delivery date will be Tuesday, April
17, 2007.

• Call (973) 378-7741 for a deliv-
ery appointment and form, or more
information.

• Quantities are limited. Only one
product per household each month.

• Products are delivered loose to
the driveway, just past the sidewalk.

GGrraassss CClliippppiinnggss
South Orange Disposal will pick up
grass clippings in plastic bags only,
from April 1 to Nov. 1. Limit: two bags
per week and 30 pounds per bag.
Proper placement is at the resident’s
curb on the second garbage collec-
tion day of the week.

BBrraanncchheess && LLeeaavveess
The following materials may be placed
at curbside for township pick-up:

(1.) Branches - Must be less than
four inches in diameter. Branches
measuring two inches or less in
diameter should be tied into bundles
with cord or twine. Branches may
never be placed in the street or on
sidewalks, but on the grass strip
between the curb and sidewalk, or
on the grass just beyond the curb if
no sidewalk exists. 

Not Permitted:  roots, stumps, or
branches larger than four inches in
diameter.

(2.) Leaves, Yard Clippings,
Garden Rakings - Material must be
placed in brown biodegradable paper
bags only. Bags may be placed
between sidewalks and curbs, but not
on sidewalks or in the street.

Leaves may not be raked into
the street for spring clean-up. Loose
leaves or material in plastic bags will
not be picked up.

Residents who disregard guide-
lines one and two can be charged
with violation of the Municipal
Housing Code.

No Overlap on Placement Dates:
• Materials cannot be placed at

curbside until April 2.
• The last date for placement is

Friday, May 11.
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Village Web Site:  www.southorange.org
E-mail for Village Administrator: jgross@southorange.org

current
squad
presi-
dent.
“I’ve
been on
for 17
years.”
But veter-
an Mary
Connor
has her
beaten

with 38 years of service. Neither
of them rides any more but there’s
plenty of work for the squad’s 10-
or-so nonriding volunteers, tasks
such as fundraising, office manage-
ment and recruiting.

Back when “we had a lot of
females riding during the day,”
squad coverage used to be 24/7.
But now, says Weintraub, “moms
are working and not at home.” In
fact, all squad members have day-
time jobs. With too few riders for
round-the-clock coverage, South
Orange contracted several years
ago with MONOC, a nonprofit hos-
pital cooperative that handles day-
time hours, 6 a.m. to 6 p.m.,
Monday through Thursday.

“We are striving to take back
some of the weekdays,” said

Villager of the Month

The S.O. Rescue Squad Weintraub, and in January, 24-hour
Friday service resumed. 

For now, nights (6 p.m. to 6
a.m.) belong to the local squad,
and two to four volunteers sleep at
the Third Street station every night. 

“We became an in-house squad
two years ago because our response
times were too long,” said Kalick.
The change has cut the average
response from 10 minutes to 3 or 4.
“Now, we’re actually beating the
police to calls.”

The squad’s volunteers are
a cross-cut of society, all races,
religions and professions.  About
one third are Seton Hall students,
many of them pursuing medical
careers. “These are kids who could
be partying every night,” said
Weintraub, “but they’re here volun-
teering their time.”

Kalick said the students gener-
ally stay as long as they’re at SHU
while local residents average 5 to
10 years of service.

The squad is administered by a
nine-member board of directors,
six of whom are active riders. They
maintain two ambulances and an
emergency response unit.

“You miss holidays and family
functions because of the commit-
ment you make and you don’t get
paid,” said Weintraub, “but it’s well
worth it.” ▲

A few of South Orange’s Rescue
Squad members, from left,  Robert

Lax, Sherry Weintraub, Scott Kalick,
Marj Smith and Mary Connor.

SScott Kalick remembers when
he and fellow EMTs transported a
man with severe chest pains. “Just
as we got him onto the hospital
stretcher, right there he coded” (a
massive heart attack). Hospital staff
took over and defibrillated and “by
the time we were walking out, the
man was talking. We knew by get-
ting him there quickly, we gave
him the best chance he had.”

Kalick is one of about 40 ac-
tive volunteers who man the South
Orange Rescue Squad.  As the cur-
rent captain, he says, “It takes a
special breed of people. 

“Sometimes I get asked, ‘How
could you take that gore?’ But peo-
ple get into it because at one time
they didn’t know what to do. By
learning the skills, you can help
when everyone else is feeling help-
less.”

Last year, members of the
South Orange Rescue Squad put in
15,000 hours and helped about
1,000 people. Each volunteer must
agree to at least one shift per
week, 6 p.m. to 6 a.m.  They also
provide “mutual aid” in surround-
ing communities, particularly
Maplewood and West Orange.

New volunteers must become
certified in cardio-pulmonary
resuscitation, a five-hour training
course, and they have one year to
become emergency medical tech-
nicians, a 120-hour training course.   

Continuing education is requir-
ed to maintain the certifications.

Rescue work can quickly
become a passion, says Sherry
Weintraub, a 17-year volunteer and
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