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Police urge exterior
night light use

To increase safety, reduce crime,
and make residents feel more
secure, the South Orange Police
Department encourages residents to
leave exterior lighting on at night.

Good lighting deters criminals
because they don't want to be seen
or identified. Effective exterior light-
ing should allow 100 feet of visibility
and should be bright enough to
identify colors.

Leaving garage or porch lights on
all day is a dead giveaway that you
are out of town. Exterior lighting on
a timer establishes a routine and the
appearance of steady occupancy.

Use security lights with infrared
motion sensors as an inexpensive
substitute for an exterior porch light
or side door light. o

Time for parking
permit renewals

It’s time to update your park-
ing privileges. Renewals for 2012
will be accepted by the South
Orange Parking Authority between
Dec. 15 and Jan. 6.

Renew in person at the SOPA
office on the second floor of
Village Hall, Monday through
Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Or, if
renewing by mail, be sure to
include the completed applica-
tion, photocopies of all required
documentation, and payment.

SOPA accepts payment in
cash, check, money order or credit
card. (Note: no credit card pay-
ments via phone.)

For details, call (973) 378-
7715,x2037, or send e-mail to
nrodriguez@southorange.org. A

aslight

Polls will be open from 6 a.m.and 8 p.m. for the general election on
Tuesday, Nov. 8. For more information, contact the Village Clerk’s Office
at clerk@southorange.org or call (973) 3787715, x7724. A list of polling
places can be found on the Village website, www.southorange.org.

Go to “Departments,” then “Village Clerk,” and scroll to “Polling

Locations.” A

Nonbinding referendum questions

to appear on November ballot
Local opinion gauged on charter changes

Three nonbinding ref- .
erendum questions will
appear on the November
general election ballot to
gauge resident opinion on
Village Charter changes:

m Question 1: Should the Village
Charter be amended to change the
name of our municipality from the
“Township of South Orange Village”
to “South Orange Village”?

Explanation - The name was
previously changed to include
“Township” to bring eligibility for
certain federal assistance. Eligibility
no longer depends on the township
designation.

m Question 2: Should the Village
Charter be amended to change the
title of the “Village President” to
“Mayor;” the title of the “Board of
Trustees” to “Village Council,” and
the title of “Trustee” to “Council
member”?

Explanation - Unlike most other
municipalities, South Orange’s chief
executive is called the “Village
President,” the governing body is
called the “Board of Trustees,” and its
members are “Trustees.”

m Question 3: Should the Village
Charter be amended to provide the
Village President an annual stipend
of $2,400, without other benefits,
and provide Village Trustees with an

annual stipend of $1,800
each, without other bene-
fits?

Explanation - Currently
the Village President and Trustees
receive no salary, other compensa-
tion, or benefits. A “yes” vote would
provide the stipends with no addi-
tional benefits.

In addition to the ballot ques-
tions, the Board of Trustees may
consider other proposed charter
revisions, including: (1) changing
biennial municipal elections from
May to November; (2) changing the
way board resolutions are adopted,
to require a majority affirmative vote
of Trustees present, not just Trustees
who voted; and (3) allowing the
Village President the right to vote on
adoption of the municipal budget.

The additional questions will not
appear on the November ballot, but

the Board of Trustees welcomes resi-

dent input. E-mail your thoughts to
charter@southorange.org, or mail to
the Village Clerk.

Since South Orange government
operates under a special state char-
ter, changes proposed by the Board

of Trustees must be adopted by ordi-

nance, then approved by the State
Legislature. A
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Welcome to
three new down-
town businesses:

* D&I Fitness
at 9 Scotland Road,
opened on Sept.
15. Owner Delon
Nelson and staff
specialize in Muay Thai boxing for
kids and adults, as well as personal
training for general strength and
conditioning. Classes, private ses-
sions and semi-private sessions are
offered.

¢ JC's Closet offers trendy
affordable clothes, accessories and
novelties designed for “tween” shop-
pers, as well as jewelry and other
accessories for hip moms. Clothing
sizes for girls are 7 to 16; boys, 8 to
20. Open seven days a week, the
store is located at 19 Scotland Road.

e Le Kiosque brings Haitian
Creole cuisine to the Village. The
family owned restaurant at 260
Valley Street is the former home of
Pizza Hut, revamped for an upscale
look. Diners will enjoy specialities
like pikliz (a fiery onion-pepper rel-
ish), kibby (ground meat croquettes)
and Creole shrimp or snapper. A

Biz
buzz

Villager publishes
green-minded
children’s book

How can you teach your child to
care about living green? Check out
“Tutu Goes Green,” a 32-page chil-
dren’s book written by South
Orange mom, author and former
corporate attorney, Tulani Thomas.
Readers can use the book and relat-
ed website, tutusgreenworld.com, to
follow a little girl named TuTu as
she finds ways to preserve
resources in her daily living.

Pulitzer Prize-winning journalist
Karen Hunter acclaims the book as
“a must-have in any young library.
Kudos to Tulani Thomas for tackling
this important issue brilliantly”

Released in October, the self-
published book is the first in a
series planned by Thomas. It is dis-
tributed at $15.95 hardcover by
Small Press United and is sold in all
Barnes & Noble stores, and at Words
Bookstore & Cafe in Maplewood. A

New Biz
Addresses

Two existing
businesses have
moved to new
locations in South
Orange:

¢ Ladies Workout
Express, owned
by Jani White, has
moved to 65B
South Orange
Avenue behind
Blockbuster
Video.

* Music & More
with Kelly, owned
by Kelly Heinze,
has moved to 301
Irvington Avenue.

Author Tulani
Thomas
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Baird hosts Holiday Workshop

Saturday Dec. 10, noon to 4 p.m.

Celebrate the season making small gifts and decorations in creative
workshops led by teaching artists. Debbie Livingston offers a simple
accordion book and pop-up card workshop. Dancer Elaine D'Addezio
will help you stretch away seasonal stress, and Liz Demaree simplifies
medieval manuscript illumination for cards or special gifts. Children will
enjoy a workshop in fused glass and mosaic with Joan Tamasco. Pre-regis-
tration is encouraged. Cost: $5 for all activities. a

Identity Blueprint
Now through Dec. 15

“Identity Blueprint” is the second of three 2011 exhibitions in the
metropolitan region highlighting artwork created by young women at
Gallery Aferro in Newark. Works in photography, digital animation and
sculptural carpentry are featured. The exhibit celebrates the role an
activated arts community has played in the lives of the young artists.

A related panel discussion, “Art Outside School: Local Resources for
Local Kids,” will take place Thursday, Oct. 27, at 8 p.m. in the gallery.
Participants will discuss the surprising local resources available to area
students. Panelists will include teaching artist Ann LePore, museum
officials Ted Lind and Gary Schneider, and Identify Blueprint graduate

Claudia Phillips. a

Attendance stays
level at SOPAC

SOPAC’s fifth season of perform-
ing arts attracted attendance by
more than 30,000 patrons in the
year ending June 30, 2011, about the
same as the prior year. The arts cen-
ter’s most recent quarterly report to
the Village Trustees includes an
impressive list of accomplishments:
32 SOPAC presentations, 6 school
performances, and 26 presentations
by Seton Hall and theater renters.

Forecasted in the coming year is
an arts festival coinciding with the
annual Celebrate South Orange
event in June. SOPAC received its
first N.J. State Council on the Arts
grant to support the festival.

Also new is a redesigned mem-
bership program that gives discounts
to South Orange and Maplewood
residents who join SOPAC. The mem-
berships are available online or at
the box office.

For kids, a five-part Kids &
Family Series and a School Time
Series is planned from now through
May. Literature, history, science and
more will come to life through
staged performance.

The full report, including rev-
enue and expenses can be down-
loaded from the “Latest News”
section of the Village website,
www.southorange.org. A

MSSO gets
anti-cigarette litter
grant

Staff and volunteers of Main
Street South Orange have been pick-
ing up and counting cigarette butts
in and around the train station.
That’s because MSSO received a
grant from the Keep America
Beautiful campaign to clean up ciga-
rette litter in a targeted area.The
grant requires three cigarette litter
scans and butt pick-ups, one before
and two after the campaign.

MSSO purchased three cigarette
butt receptacles for the train station,
and personal ashtrays are being
given to commuters. Follow-up
scans will determine whether the
measures have any impact.

Smokers are urged too look for
the nearest train station receptacle
(there are seven of them) to deposit
butts. Let’s grow pride in our com-
munity and keep it litter free! a



AT THE BAIRD

(973) 378-7754 ¢ www.thebaird.org

DREAMCATCHER
www.dreamcatcherrep.org ¢ (800) 838-3006

A Very Special (Holiday) Special

If you enjoyed the corny fun of old-fashioned holiday
variety shows starring Andy Williams, Perry Como and The
Mandrell Sisters, you'll love this show. On Friday and Saturday,
Dec. 2 and 3 at 8 p.m., Dreamcatcher’s resident acting compa-
ny will combine holiday songs, comic sketches, improv, and
good old-fashioned fun for the whole family. Tickets are $20.

Catch the premiere of ‘Next Fall’

The “funniest heartbreaker in town” is how the New York
Times described this Tony nominee for 2010 Best Play that
explores reconciling faith with the realities of love and family.
Serious topics are approached in a surprisingly funny way.
From Oct. 28 through Nov. 13, Dreamcatcher presents the New
Jersey premiere of the play by Geoffrey Nauffts. Performances
are Friday and Saturday nights at 8 p.m., and Sundays at 2 p.m.
Tickets are $30 for adults, $25 for seniors and students.

CULTURAL ARTS CLASSES
(973) 378-7754, ext. 1 * arts@southorange.org

Registration for visual and performing arts classes will start
Nov. 1, and most classes will begin the week of Jan. 9. For &
class descriptions and registration, go to the website. ‘

e Scarves and Such

e Art with a Master

e Medieval Manuscript
Illumination

¢ Introduction to Book Arts

VISUAL ARTS

Toddlers

* 3D Village

* Fun with Art

* Preschool Clay Time

DANCE AND FITNESS

Toddlers (with guardian)
e Pre-Ballet 1 (2 to 3)

¢ Pre-Ballet I (2 to 3)
e Pre-Ballet 11 (age 3)

Children

e Comic Book Capers

* Eyes through the Lens
(photography)

 Stop Motion Animation

e Earth,Wind and Fire

(creating in clay and glass) ~ Children
* Beginning Drawing * Ballet I Ballet I
High School and/or Adults Adults
* Advanced Drawing * Flamenco Dancing -
» Handmade Books Beginners
« Silk Screen Printing * Flamenco Dancing -
* Acrylic Painting Intermediate

e Beginning Middle Eastern
Dance, 16 to adult

¢ Intermediate/Advanced
Middle Eastern Dance, age
16 to adult

* Relief Printing

» Approaching Landscape
e Starting in Oil Paint

* Life Painting

e Non-‘Drawing’

WINTER RECREATION

South Orange’s sporting life continues all winter, and includes
the following sample of programs. Complete details and registra-
tion information are available in person at The Baird or online at
www.thebaird.org.

e Lacrosse Clinics, for girls in grades 3 to 12, Wednesday
nights beginning Dec. 7.

* Sunday Indoor Soccer, adult and youth sessions, beginning
Dec. 4.

e “Learn to Ski” at Mt. Peter, N.Y., grades 3 to 8, five
Wednesdays beginning Jan. 4.

* Jaguar Indoor Track, ages 7 to 16.

e Tae Kwon Do classes, all ages and skill levels.

» Tae Kwon Do for special needs students, on Saturdays.

Middle School Basketball League

The in-town recreation basketball league for South Orange
and Maplewood players in grades 6 through 8 requires no try-
outs, but evaluations will be held to create evenly matched teams.
It’s fun and competitive Saturday basketball. Registration begins
Nov. 1. Sign up early! Enrollment is limited.

CULTURAL ARTS CLASSES contd

MUSIC

Children

* Beginning Guitar 1
* Beginning Guitar 2
 Advanced Guitar

Toddlers
* Song Stories
e Rhythm Sticks

Maggie Calister
Direct: 973-913-8020

Cell: 973-271-6951
One step ahead

for ALL your

%/ real estate needs
KELLER

WILLIAMS. Mid-Town Direct Realty

TAX PROJECTIONS & PLANNING

Individual and Business Tax Preparation
Tax Reduction Strategies

COUTO DEFRANCO, PA.

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS & ADVISORS
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HAPPENINGS

Halloween Fest

Come to Spooky Spiotta Park
(South Orange Avenue and Village
Plaza) on Monday, Oct. 31 from 4 to
6 p.m for the Main Street South
Orange annual costume contest and
pumpkin patch, and Seton Hall’s
Creepy Corner. The program is free,
with refreshments and prizes for all.
Also visit South Orange merchants
for free trick-or-treats throughout the
program.

Share Local Holiday

Traditions

Your family will glow with sea-
sonal spirit on Saturday, Dec. 3,
when Main Street South Orange pre-
sents a day of special events.

Santa Arrives - Take a pic-
ture with Santa between 3 p.m. and 5
p.m. in the firehouse on Sloan Street.

The Village and Main ()
Street South &
Orange will serve 4
hot cocoa and
refreshments.

Tree
Lighting - Santa
joins the Chamber of
Commerce at 5 p.m. for the annual
tree lighting in front of 76 South
Orange Ave. Enjoy carolers
and refreshments.

Shop South
Orange - You don’t have to go
far to get great gifts. During
the annual South Orange
Holiday Open House, from 10
a.m. to 6 p.m., downtown merchants
will offer in-store promotions, restau-
rant specials, refreshments, and holi-
day discounts. Free parking will be
available all around town.

Natalie Colletti Farrell
REALTOR
Cell: 917-514-7541

Call or email me for a Free Market Analysis!

Host a dinner,

support a school

Invite guests to your house for
dinner on Saturday, March 3 and
you can raise money for programs
in our local schools.

The Achieve Foundation is
holding its Eighth Annual Night of
100 Dinners in support of South
Orange and Maplewood District
schools. Last year’s event resulted
in $30,000 to support classroom
grants, tutoring, the Columbia High
School auditorium renovation, and
more. Get involved by inviting
guests to your home for chili and
beer, an intimate candlelight dinner,
a masquerade ball. .. you choose.
To learn more, contact Eileen Neri
at ecneri@verizon.net.

S. Orange-Maplewood
Adult School

(973) 3787620
www.somadultschool.org

m The Disappearing City - Dr.
Frank Popper, Bloustein School of
Planning and Public Policy at
Rutgers University will be the final
speaker in this year’s Eva Samo
Lecture Series, “The Sexy City.” His
talk on “The Disappearing City” will
take place Monday, Nov. 7 at 7:30
p.m. at Columbia High School
Library. Fee, $18.

m Suzuki Violin Lessons - The
Adult School is partnering with the
South Orange-Maplewood School
District to offer Suzuki violin lessons
for district students in kindergarten
through 4th grade. Half-hour weekly

iano for You

B Rewarding and fun
W Ages 5 & up

W Classical and Popular Music
| All levels, first lesson free
B Alumna: Manhattan School of Music

Call Wendy Goldstein m 973.762.6601 m wendy3637@aol.com

o 4

Imagine...

getting set for a successful school year.

Call to
schedule a

FREE

placement test

With Kumon Math and Reading your child will sharpen her study habits
and build the skills and confidence to achieve more on her own.

That means one truly amazing school year after another.

KUMON OF SOUTH ORANGE

973-327-4737
76 South Orange Avenue, Suite LL-04, South Orange, NJ 07079
(cross street: Valley Road)

877-586-6671

www.kumon.com

- Ph.D. Candidate
- 10+ years of experience
- South Orange resident

Academic Tutoring

» SAT / ACT, Science, Math, English
» K-12, undergraduate/graduate

« Test taking strategies

» Organizational skills

= Academic excellence

P: 718-501-8658
www.EyalYurconi.com

KUMON

MATH. READING. SUCCESS.

< BANKERS

LIFE AND CASUALTY COMPANY

Claudia Nelson-Woodard

Licensed (Resident) Insurance Agent

Cell: 201-341-2969

claudia.nelson-woodard@bankers.com
7 Campus Dr., Parsippany, NJ 07054

For the life of
your retirement

B Medicare Supplement
Insurance

B Long-Term Care Insurance

B Life Insurance & Annuities

Medicare Supplement Plans are underwritten by Colonial Penn Life Insurance Company, an
affiliate of Bankers Life and Casualty Company. Colonial Penn Life Insurance Company,
Bankers Life and Casualty Company and their licensed agents are not affiliated with or spon-
sored by the US Government or the Federal Medicare Program. CPL 04-B025

4. The South Orange Gaslight, November/December 2011




lessons are limited to five or six chil-
dren per class, from Oct. 24 through
May 26. (Sign-ups are continuing for
any classes not already full.) Stu-
dents will be grouped by age and
experience. Call the school or visit
the website for information.

m College for a Day — It's the
curriculum you wish you’d had in
your own college days. On Saturday,
Nov. 18, from 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
at Columbia High, attend up to four
1-hour lectures given by award-win-
ning teachers. Lunch is included.

Topics are linguistics, the cre-
ation of American ghettos, the neuro-
science of language and synthetic
biology.

m The Violent Screen - Has per-
missiveness, coupled with technolog-
ical advancement, created a culture
of graphic violence and sexual
exploitation in contemporary films?
Author and distinguished lecturer
Benjamin Nelson will explore the
depiction of sex and violence in
Hollywood, from the silent movies to
the present day. Monday, Nov. 14,
7:30 p.m. at Columbia High Library.
Fee: $10.

Community
Coalition Events
www.twotowns.org  (973) 761-
6116., x6 * info@twotowns.org

Pre-School Open House

Parents in South Orange,
Maplewood and neighboring com-
munities can visit with representa-
tives of 20 pre-schools and childcare
services, all gathered for a free infor-
mative open house on Nov. 2 at
7 p.m. at Columbia High cafeteria.
South Mountain Elementary Principle
Tina Lehn will offer tips on selecting
a pre-school or childcare service
that supports kindergarten readi-
ness. Her talk will begin at 7 p.m.,
followed by school/service visits
from 7:30 to 8:30.

2011 Two Towns Sing-In

Be a part of the 6th annual Two
Towns Sing-In. South Orange and
Maplewood residents age 18 and
older, who love to sing (experienced
or not) are welcome to participate.
Three remaining Tuesday workshops
— Nov. 1, Nov. 8 and Nov. 15 —

will be conducted at 7 p.m. at the
Burgdorff Cultural Center in
Maplewood. Six prominent conduc-
tors will take turns leading the work-
shops in different musical genres.
Register online by completing a
contact form with name, e-mail,
phone and your vocal range. Or call
and leave the information at ext. 6.

Marylawn

of the Oranges
www.marylawn.us
(973) 762-9222, x12

® Bus trip to the Showboat Casino,
Nov. 5. Departs Marylawn at 11 a.m.;
leaves Atlantic City at 7 p.m. Cost $35
(return $30 in vouchers).

o Thanksgiving Pie Sale. Place your
order Nov. 1 to 15. Pick-up Nov. 22.
o Marylawn Parents’ Association
Take-out Dinner Sale, Dec. 2.
Homemade meals including entrée,
two side dishes, dessert and bever-
age.

o Breakfast and Photos with Santa,
Dec. 3.

o Christmas Concert and Show,
Dec. 13, 7 p.m. Refreshments follow.
No charge.

S. Orange Symphony

performs Nov. 19

The South Orange Symphony,
under the direction of Robert
Helmacy, will hold the first perfor-
mance of its 63rd season on
Saturday, Nov. 19 at 8 p.m. at South
Orange Middle School. The program
will feature Rossini’s “La Gazza
Ladra” overture, Smetana’s
“Moldau,” Wagner’s “Arrival of the
Guests at Wartburg” from
“Tannhiuser” and Mendelssohn’s
Symphony No. 5. A post-concert
reception will be held with Maestro
Helmacy. Admission is free. For more
information, visit www.southorange-
symphony.org or call (973) 729-
5275.

On Stage at SOPAC
SOPACnow.org * (973) 275-1114

e Nov. 5, 8 p.m. — Jessica Kirson
& Friends (comedy), $25/$20.

* Nov. 6, 5 p.m. — Blues in the
Loft, $15.

e Nov. 8, 7:30 p.m. — Vince
Giordano and the Nighthawks (jazz),

(973) 762-0230 « www.sopl.org

Film series explores
“The Absurdity of War”

There’s humor and satire in war
and its perpetrators. The library’s 2011
film series explores those dimensions.
Two remaining screenings are present-
ed with a discussion led by Black Maria
Film Festival founder John Columbus.
Though the series started Oct. 25 with
“The Great Dictator,” two more films
are ahead. Both start at 7 p.m.

e Nov. 29 - "Dr. Strangelove or
How I Learned to Stop Worrying and
Love the Bomb."

e Dec. 27 -" Life is Beautiful."

Engineered food:

Should you be scared?
Learn about the dangers of geneti-
cally engineered foods from the film
"The World According to Monsanto," to
be screened Monday, Nov. 3 at 7 p.m.
Lecturer and natural foods advocate
Maria Concilio, speak after the film.

Library Discussions
Thursdays, 1 p.m.

e Nov. 3 - Author Bryan Burrough,
topic to be announced.

e Nov. 10 — “Words and Music of
Lennon and McCartney,” with Seton
Hall English professor John Wargacki.
e Nov. 17 — “Thanksgiving and Giving
Thanks: Cultivating the Lost Art of
Gratitude,” with psychotherapist and
author Lewis Epstein.

e Nov. 24 - Closed for Thanksgiving.
e Dec. 1 — “Rising above the Lower
Animals: Oscar Wilde's Modern
Comedy,” a discussion with Drew
University theatre arts professor Jen
Plants.

e Dec. 8 — “The Civil War in American

$25/$15/88.

e Nov. 12, 8 p.m. — The
Manhattans (R&B, soul), $30-$55.

e Nov. 17, 7:30 p.m. — The
Musical World of John Singer Sargent
(classical), $8-$25.

e Nov. 19, 11 a.m., Drew the
Dramatic Fool (family show), $15/$12.

e Nov. 20, 3 p.m. and 7 p.m. —
Dance Theatre of Harlem Ensemble,
$25-840.

e Dec. 4, 3 p.m. and 7 p.m. — The
Nutcracker, New York Theatre Ballet,
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History at Drew University,” with Drew
American History professor Bill
Rogers.

e Dec. 15 - John Wargacki and
Chorus will present a musical concert
from England.

e Dec. 22 - Annual holiday party.

Regular Events

e S. 0. Book Review Group: Nov. 28,
7:30 p.m., “Room,” by Emma
Donoghue; Dec. 19, 7:30 p.m.,
“Hush,” by Eishes Chavil.

e Creative Writing Workshop:
Wednesdays, Nov. 2, 16, 30, and Dec.
14, at 1 p.m.

o Wednesday at the Movies: Nov. 9,
23, and Dec. 7, 21, at 1 p.m.

o Knitting Workshop: Mondays, Nov.
21 and Dec. 19, at noon

Children's Programs

e Lego Club (age 5 and older), Nov.
14, 28, Dec. 12, 26, at 3:45 p.m.

¢ Wednesday Book Group (ages 7 to
9), Nov. 9, Dec. 14, 4 p.m.

e Good Tymes String Band (all ages),
Nov. 10, Dec. 8, 10 a.m.

e Ms. Marilyn and Friends, Dec. 22,
10 a.m., songs and stories.

e Thanksgiving Drop-in Crafts (all
ages), Nov. 18, 4 p.m.

e Home Schooling Social, Nov. 11,
Dec. 9, 11 am. to 1 p.m.

o Dramatic Workshop (all ages), Dec.
27 and 28, 1 p.m.; performance Dec.
28, 2 p.m.

Storytimes

o Babies (birth-2 %), Wednesdays,
10 a.m., stories and songs.

e Toddlers (ages 3 -5 with adult),
Tuesdays 11 a.m., stories and crafts.
e Fabulous Friday, Nov. 4, 17, 4 p.m.

$25-$40.

e Dec. 8, 7 p.m. — Seton Hall
Orchestra Winter Concert, free.

e Dec. 10, 8 p.m. — John
Pizzarelli Quartet (jazz and
American standards), $40-$55.

e Dec. 16, 8 p.m. — A Freddy
Cole Holiday (jazz), $30-$45.

e Dec. 17,3 p.m. and 7 p.m. -
Golden Dragon Acrobats (theater,
acrobats and dance), $25-$40.

® Dec. 18, 3 p.m. — The
Juilliard Jazz Ensemble, $20/$15.

5.



In
Touch

with
Village
Government

General Info.
(973) 378-7715
Emergency, 911
Clerk’s Office, x1
Administrator, x2
Construction, x3
Tax Collector, x4
Assessor, x5
Finance, x6
Engineer, x7
Parking Auth., x8
Health Officer
x7710

Animal Control
x7711

Fire Dept.
378-7751
Library
762-0230

Police Dept.
378-7775

Public Works
378-7741
Recreation &
Cultural Affairs
378-7754
Rescue Squad
762-3410
Recycling Info. &
Street Dept.
378-7741

Water Service
266-8869

To submit
information for
The South
Orange
Gaslight, send
to Editor Robin
Patric, rpatric@
comcast.net,

or call (908)
823-9001

STEVEN HOLLOW

December Villager of the Month

“If we’re not doing the best we
can for the next generation, we're
cheating ourselves,” says Steven
Hollow.

Luckily, for South Orange and all
of New Jersey, Hollow is willing to
buck up the eager beavers and ban-
ish the bullies.

His method? The arts.

Hollow is a distinguished teach-
ing artist with the New Jersey State
Council on the Arts and the 2004
recipient of the Governor’s Award
for Arts Education. He has been a
visiting faculty member
for the North Carolina
School of the Arts and
Long Island University;
an outreach artist for the
Jamaica Center for Arts
and Learning; and an
arts consultant to the
New York City Board of
Education.

All that said, Hollow
is also very human.

“I was a short fat
Jewish kid. I understood being a tar-
get, but I never knew how truly dev-
astating it was for some kids, how it
could effect their whole lives.”

He learned the facts working for
the Safe and Drug-Free Schools and
Communities project starting in
2007. As the northern region manag-
er for the Rutgers-based program,
Hollow was hired to use his creativi-
ty to help schools districts make
better decisions about program
selection and general spending.

“We were teaching what was
effective and what was not,” he said.

At the time, “bullying issues start-
ed raising their heads.” Hollow and
team dug in to see which districts
had related policies and what they
covered. Many had anti-bullying poli-
cies but weren’t using them.“We
started going into schools and teach-
ing the staff what they should be
doing to make their policies work.”

SADFS lost funding this year, but
not before Hollow put it in “extracur-
ricular” time with the Municipal
Alliance in Maplewood.

“I was doing it outside of work,
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but it was part of what I did. It
wasn’t volunteerism, just extra. I've
always done extra,” he says.“The jobs
Idodon'trun 9to5”

That’s also true of Hollow’s
video skills. He often
teaches public speaking
with a theatrical bent to
business people who
need to improve their
oral and PowerPoint
presentations. Those skills
have been a boon to
SOMACOM-TV where
Hollow volunteers pro-
ducing videos.

At Rutgers, administra-
tors wanted to produce
six videos on SADFS training. Instead
of letting them hire an outside stu-
dio, Hollow raised his hand to do the
editing and graphics on six instruc-
tional videos, including one on anti-
bullying. It wasn’t exactly volun-
teerism, but it wasn’t his job either.

Locally, Hollow is known for
running the Penny Pretzel Playhouse,
a puppet theater that delighted local
families for years before it was strick-
en by budget problems. He’s also a
frequent storyteller at Marshall
School where his son Jordon, now in
middle school, once attended. “They
still call

in 1991, he heard about the annual
First Night celebration and called the
organizers. His theater contacts got
him an invitation to the board and
he has remained for 18 years with
undiminished enthusiasm.

That first year, Hollow delivered
performers from Big Apple Circus in
New York.“The gym was exploding,”
he remembers.“We were watching
everyone laugh and be amazed by
what we brought to such a small
space. It was just a lot of fun”

For Steven Hollow, a fulfilling
life really is about the next genera-
tion. “We’ve got to get it right,” he
says.“We can screw up a lot of
things, but that’s not one of them.
It’s too high a price to pay for
failure.” a

Tutors Needed

Adults, high school and col-
lege students are needed to serve
as Achieve Volunteer Tutors.
Commit at least one hour per
week to assist district students,
grades K to 12, with their school-
work. No teaching experience is
necessary. For details, or upcom-
ing training dates, send e-mail to
achieveprogram@yahoo.com, or
call (973) 762-5600, x1847.

me,” says
Hollow. |- yQUR SOUTH ORANGE EXPERT
of fun” Call me for all your real estate needs!
When
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